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MACDILL OFFICERS’ SPOUSES’ CLUB

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1:  NAME AND PURPOSE

A. This organization shall be known as the MacDill Officers’ Spouses’ Club.  As used hereinafter, it may be referred to as the “MOSC.”

B. The purpose of this organization is to encourage social, cultural, educational and charitable activities among its members, and to further relations between its members and other organizations, both military and civilian.

ARTICLE II:  GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. In accordance with AFI 34-223, the MOSC is set up, operated and controlled locally by people with common interests.  The MOSC has no formal connections or affiliations with any sanctioning organization.  The MOSC operates on MacDill Air Force Base (MacDill AFB) only with the written permission of the installation commander.  Operation is contingent on compliance with the requirements and conditions of all applicable Air Force instructions and manuals.  The MOSC is not part of any non-appropriated funds program, nor is it entitled to the privileges and immunities of the federal government.

B. As outlined in AFI 34-223, the membership is liable under the laws of the state of Florida and under USAF instructions for organizational debts in the event the organization’s assets are insufficient to discharge liabilities.  Each member must be aware that financial liability incurred by the organization may ultimately result in individual financial responsibility of members.

ARTICLE III:  OFFICERS AND GOVERNING BODY

A. Executive Board

1. The MOSC Executive Board, hereafter referred to as the “Board”, is the governing body within the MOSC and shall act in the best interests of the MOSC. 

2. Unless otherwise prohibited by the Constitution and Bylaws, the Board is empowered to act for the general membership in all MOSC matters. Such actions may include, but are not limited to, planning and executing MOSC functions, obligating MOSC funds, collecting money in support of MOSC functions, and providing for efficient MOSC operations.

3. The duties of the Board members shall be those normally pertaining to their offices as outlined in the Bylaws.

4. Terms of office shall be one year, commencing 1 June through 31 May of the following year.

B. Composition of Executive Board

1. Voting members of the Board include the Elected Officers, the Chair of each Standing Committee, and one Member-at-Large, as long as she/he is a regular member.
a. Elected Officers – 
1) The positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be Elected Officers.

2) Must be a Regular member. 
3) If an Elected Officer becomes an Associate member through a spouse’s retirement, he/she shall be allowed to complete the term of office.

b. Chairs of Standing Committees – May include but are not limited to those committees stated in the Bylaws, as appointed by the President.
c. Member-at-Large - Is appointed by the President.
2. Non-voting members of the Board include the Parliamentarian, Advisors, and additional Board members as stated below.
a. Parliamentarian – appointed by the President.

b. Advisors

1) Advisors serve voluntarily.

2) The Board shall extend an invitation to the spouses of the following senior military leaders on MacDill AFB to serve as Advisor to the MOSC:

a) Commander, 6th Air Mobility Wing.

b) Commander, United States Central Command

c) Commander, United States Special Operations Command

3) The above-mentioned senior leader spouses may designate someone to serve as Advisor on her/his behalf.

c. Additional Board members may include Chairs of ad hoc committees and projects and representatives from other interested organizations, such as the Military Officers’ Wives Club of the Tampa Chapter of Military Officers’ Association of America (MOAA). Such a Board member shall be appointed by the President and cease to function as a member when the specific reason for the appointment has terminated.
C. Election of Officers

1. Eligibility - Only Regular members of the MOSC are eligible to serve as Elected Officers of the MOSC.
2. Nominations

a. The Nominating Committee shall convene and prepare a slate of suitable candidates.

b. The Parliamentarian shall serve as Chair of the Nominating Committee.

c. The slate shall be approved by the Board using procedures outlined in the Bylaws.
3. Elections
a. The slate of candidates shall be presented to the general membership for approval in an Election of Officers at an Annual Meeting. The candidate receiving the majority of votes for each office shall be elected.
b. Vacancies that occur during the term of office, with the exception of the President, shall be filled by appointment by the President, with approval of the Board. In the event the office of the President is vacated, the Vice President shall fill the remainder of the President’s term.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP

A. Eligibility
1. Membership shall be voluntary and shall include regular, associate, and honorary members.
2. An officer or member may be terminated for good cause shown by a two-thirds vote of those regular members present at a general membership meeting.
B. Regular Membership
1. Spouses of Commissioned and Warrant Officers of the United States Armed Forces on active duty.

2. Spouses of civilian employees GS-9 and above employed on MacDill AFB.
C. Associate Membership

1. Spouses of Retired Commissioned and Warrant Officers of the United States Armed Forces.
2. Female Commissioned and Warrant Officers on active duty.
3. Surviving spouses of Commissioned and Warrant Officers.
4. Spouses of foreign exchange military officers assigned to MacDill AFB.
5. Spouses of Air National Guard and all other reserve branches of the services.
D. Honorary Membership - Distinguished members of the civilian community invited by the MOSC President and approved by the Board shall be honorary members for one year.
E. Requirements of Membership
1. Annual dues shall be collected, with the amount to be determined by the Board.

2. Anyone eligible to be a member of the MOSC may attend only one function or one meeting of a special interest group prior to payment of dues.

3. Associate members and Honorary members may not hold an elected office and may not vote at general membership meetings.
4. Honorary members may only attend social functions of the MOSC and are not required to pay dues.

5. The Board must approve anyone wishing to join the MOSC that does not fall in any of the above categories.

6. Members with dues paid in full are considered members in good standing.
F. Termination of Membership - Membership shall be terminated by resignation or failure to pay dues.  In the event of the latter, membership shall be resumed upon payment of dues.
ARTICLE V:  FINANCES

A. Method of Financing

1. General Fund - shall be derived from the payment of dues, other assessments, fundraising activities, and any other source of funds as authorized by the Board.

2. Welfare Fund - shall be derived from fundraising activities as authorized by the Board.

3. Dues

a. Annual dues, the amount to be determined by the Board, shall be assessed for regular and associate membership as stated in the Bylaws.
b. Dues shall not be refunded nor prorated, except as stated in the Bylaws.
4. Fundraising activities
a. Fundraising activities may be conducted periodically during the year.
b. Approval must be obtained from the appropriate installation agencies.

B. Accountability of Funds
1. The fiscal year is 1 June to 31 May.
2. The MOSC operates as a social club, a 501(c)7 tax-exempt organization under the provisions of the Federal Internal Revenue Service. To be exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c) (7), a social club must be organized for pleasure, recreation, and other similar nonprofit purposes and substantially all of its activities must be for these purposes. In general, a club should be supported solely by membership fees, dues, and assessments.  A section 501(c)(7) organization may receive up to 35 percent of its gross receipts, including investment income, from sources outside of its membership without losing its tax-exempt status.
3. The Board shall present annual budgets of the General Fund and Welfare Fund to the membership for its approval following procedures outlined in the Bylaws.
4. A balance as designated in the MOSC By-Laws shall be left in the General Fund and Welfare Fund at the close of the fiscal year to allow for expenses before the next year’s dues are collected. Funds in excess of this amount shall be donated to scholarship and charitable purposes as outlined in the MOSC Bylaws.
5. A financial review shall occur annually at the end of the Board year. 
6. The MOSC shall comply with all Federal, State and local tax laws.
ARTICLE VI: ACTIVITIES
The membership, acting through its Elected Officers, shall be responsible for the custodianship of the funds of the MOSC and all activities with which the MOSC is involved.

ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS AND QUORUMS
A. General Membership Meetings
1. The general membership shall meet at least once during the year. Dates of general membership meetings shall be determined by the President or the Board and shall be made known to the membership.

2. If only one general membership meeting is held, members shall be notified with at least 30 days notice. The purpose of this meeting shall be to elect new officers and conduct any business that is necessary.

3. Only members in good standing and their guests may participate in MOSC-sponsored events.
B. Board Meetings - The Board shall meet once per month on a day and time decided upon by the Board at its first meeting.
C. Committee Meetings - Committee meetings shall be held at the discretion of the committee chair.
D. Quorum - A quorum is determined as consisting of the following
1. For a general meeting, the members present.
2. For a Board meeting, one more than one-half of the voting members of the Board.
E. Parliamentarian Authority - In cases not governed by the Constitution and Bylaws of this MOSC, Robert’s Rule of Order, Revised shall apply.
ARTICLE VIII:  AMENDMENT, ADOPTION, AND REVIEW
A. Amendment Procedure
1. An amendment to the Constitution may be proposed by any voting member and submitted in writing to the President.  The proposed amendment must include written justification for considering the amendment.
2. The President shall appoint a special Constitution and Bylaws Review Committee to review the proposed amendment.  The Committee shall determine the validity of the proposed amendment, and submit to the Board a recommendation to either continue or discontinue the amendment process.
3. Sufficient time prior to a vote should be allocated for research and to obtain pertinent information.
4. The proposed amendment must be approved by a majority vote of a quorum of the Board.
5. The general membership shall be notified by appropriate means that a vote on the proposed amendment will occur.  The proposed amendment must be approved by a majority vote of a quorum at a general membership meeting.
6. The approved amendment shall be submitted by the Secretary to the Private Organization Monitor of the 6th Force Support Squadron subject to final review by the installation commander (IAW AFI 34-223.)
B. Review Procedure
1. The President shall appoint a Constitution and Bylaws Review Committee to conduct a review of the Constitution at least every 2 years, with adequate procedural time allocated for a general membership vote.
2. A proposed revision shall be submitted in writing and must be approved by a majority vote of a quorum of the Board.
3. The general membership shall be notified by appropriate means that a vote on the proposed revision will occur.  The proposed revision must be approved by a majority vote of a quorum at a general membership meeting.
4. The approved revision shall be submitted by the Secretary to the Private Organization Monitor of the 6th Force Support Squadron subject to final review by the installation commander (IAW AFI 34-223.)
C. Adoption – This Constitution, and any subsequent amendments, shall be effective immediately upon adoption by a majority vote of Regular MOSC members present at a general membership meeting.
ARTICLE IX: DISSOLUTION

In case of dissolution of the organization, whatever funds are contained in the treasury at the time will be used to satisfy any outstanding debts, liabilities, or obligations.  The balance of these assets and all proceeds from the sale of MOSC properties shall be distributed to worthy projects at the discretion of the Board. 

The Board approved this Constitution on 
May 5, 2011.
The General Membership approved this Constitution on ___ __________
________________________


President

__________________________

Parliamentarian

